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The Group of 20 (G20) has emerged as a forum which aims to foster a new level of international coordination. Initially created in 1999 

as a Finance Ministers’ Forum, during the last international financial and economic crisis of 2008-10, the G20 has converted to a forum 

of dialogue, coordination and consensus-building among political leaders of 20 major advanced and emerging economies. All together, 

the 20 member states of the group account for 90 per cent of global economic output and two-thirds of the world population. 

 

To a series of countries the membership to the G20 offers new opportunities of participation in a global dialogue on issues of global 

governance. Consequently, we need to know more about the positions and perceptions of these countries with regard to their role in their 

respective regional context as well as their evaluation of central issues of the global system. Austalia, Brazil, Indonesia, South Korea and 

South Africa belong to a group of countries which have assumed new responibilities within their regions and in  broader global context 

 

How these countries deal with their respective places in the world and in their regions has been analyzed during a forum organized by the 

Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS) and the Australian Institute of International Affairs (AIIA) in Jakarta, Indonesia, in May 2010. These 

analyses are presented in this volume. They concentrate on four topics: 

 

 How do regional powers perceive and exercise regional responsibilities? 

 How do they deal with global powers? 

 How do they react to global challenges? 

 How can they contribute to develop global governance in the global system? 
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